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AUBE EN CHAMPAGNE

FAST FACTS

· One and a half hours from Paris by car.

· Only four hours from London, by Eurostar

· The original capital of Champagne.

· Troyes the second fashion capital after Paris.

· Capital of bargain fashion.

· Second largest champagne producing department in the region. 

· Second cider-producing area in France. 

· Second Sauerkraut producing area in France. 

· Home of Nigloland, France’s fourth theme park.

· A destination for all, the family, short breaks and shopping trips.

· Attractions include shopping, golf, great lakes, nature, the medieval half-timbered town of Troyes, and the churches of the North of Aube

· Mooring site of one of France’s only restored barges that belongs to the ‘Hôte de France’ as a guest home.

· Home of three AOC wines: Champagne; Rosé des Riceys; and Champenois

· Home of les Côeaux Champagnois

· Home of the AOC cheese; Chaource

· Renoir’s family home and resting place.
· The world’s largest collection of Alain Derain’s paintings.

Exhibitions and events in 2002

DATE
LOCATION
EVENT
CONTACT

January 9th – February 17th  – 6 weeks in summer
Troyes

Mc Arthur Glen

Marques Avenue
The Factory Outlet Sales

Although bargains are abundant year round this is a six week clearance sales at the two big factory outlet centres who discount all major brands at exceptional prices, many products are at even more than 50% off ! A few examples : Armani, Versace, Cacharel, Timberland, Polo Ralph Lauren, Nike, Mexx…
Mc Arthur Glen :

0033 3 25 70 47 10

Marques Avenue

0033 3 25 82 80 80



Sunday 17 March

Sunday 6 October
Cheese Museum – Chaource
Journée Patrimoine Fromage et nature

Discover the traditional production of the famous Chaource cheese, with cow’s milk, butter and tasting of local products
Cheese Museum

0033 3 25



Every third Wednesday of the month
Troyes – Bd Jules Guesde
Petit marché nature

Market with Aube suppliers : Cheese, Cider from the Pays d’Othe, honey, Champagne, Rosé des Riceys wine…
Association du Petit Marché Nature – Maison du Parc : 0033 3 25 41 42 40



From march 30th to April 7th
Around Bar-sur-Seine – Essoyes
Route de l’Art – the Art Trail

In Bar sur Seine and villages in the surrounding area – through different exhibitions visitors can discover the rich historic and cultural heritage of our area marked by the Painter Pierre Auguste Renoir
Bar-sur-Seine Tourist Office

0033 3 25 29 70 21

www.champagne-multimedia.com


1st may
Les Riceys
Randonnée des Cadoles : The Cadole walks. 

Discover the vineyards with lunch
Les Riceys Tourist Office 

0033 3 25 29 15 38



From the end of June till end August, Friday and Saturday evening
Troyes
Ville en Musiques (town in music) 100 concerts to highlight the town’s heritage during the summer and to bring to visitors the magical effect of music
Troyes Tourist Office

0033 3 25 82 62 70

www.ot-troyes.fr

20 and 21 July 2002
Bar sur Aube

Colombé le sec

Colombé la Fosse 
La Route du Champagne en Fête : celebration of the Champagne route. Visits to cellars and tastings,. £3 for a flute-glass that gives you the access for all Champagne tastings
Association pour la Promotion du vignoble Champenois  (Association for the promotion of the Champagne vineyards)

0033 3 25 73 25 36

www.vignoble-champagne.com

3-4 August
Estissac
Fête des produits du terroir aubois : exhibitions and tasting of different local produce:  Chaource cheese, Andouillette (tripe sausage), Sauerkraut, Cider and Champagne 
Moulin d'Eguebaude 

0033 3 25 40 42 18

September 
Amance lake
5th WORLD CARP CLASSIC – this carp fishing competition sponsored by Seasons takes place in the Orient Forest and attracted last year 90 teams from over 18 countries. 35 teams were british.
In France : The Aube Tourist Board 

0033 3 25 42 50 84

In Great Britain : Worldwide leisure Marketing ltd

02392 82 7000



6-7 september
Troyes
48 heures d’Automobiles Anciennes de Troyes

Gathering of ancient vehicles and luxurious cars from Europe, more than 400 cars take part in the show : rally in Aube country, competition, auction, beauty contest, Gala dancing party.
Town Hall 

0033 3 25 40 86 99



29 september
Eaux Puiseaux
Fête du Cidre – apples are pressed in tradition style to produce the famous Cider from the Othe Forest
Musée du cidre – Cider Museum

0033 3 25 42 15 13

21-22 september
Brienne-le-Château
The Aube area is the second producer of Sauerkraut in France that’s why Brienne organise every year the Foire à la Choucroute : animations and tastings, folklore…
OT de Brienne 

0033 3 25 92 86 64

www.ville-brienne-le-château.fr

September  - October
Cote des Bar
The Champagne harvest last about ten days Become a grape picker just for the day and take part in the atmosphere of the harvest by a winegrower of the Côte des Bar. 
Aube Tourist Board 

0033 3 25 42 50 00

www.aube-champagne.com
(photograph enclosed)

BACKGROUND

“Aube” can be translated as the “dawn of a promising morning”, and is also the name of a river. Its medieval capital Troyes is just 1 hour and 30 minutes from Paris. Aube boasts vineyards as well as lakes in the “Orient Forest”, factory shop outlets and the fourth theme park in France, Nigloland. 

The “Department”, or county, is made up of six areas;

Nogentais, Plaine Champenoise, Les Grands Lacs, Côte des Bar, Chaourçois Armance and Pays d`Othe.

ARTS AND ARCHITECTURE  

Two exceptional artistic trends came out of Aube during the 16th century; sculpture and stained-glass from "L'Ecole Troyenne de Sculpture et L'Ecole Troyenne de Vitrail". 

THE SCHOOL OF SCULPTURE 

At the beginning of the XVIth century, "l'Ecole Troyenne de Sculpture was at its peak, and is recognised as the last home of Gothic Art. The local chalk is very soft and easy to work with a chisel. It is very difficult to attribute any of the sculpture of this school to one artist in particular. Most of the work has a common theme of “Passion”. Although Troyes already had numerous studios in the XIIth century this artistic movement increased markedly during the Renaissance.

Between about 1510 and 1540 one of the most famous studios in the Champagne area was that of an artist who called himself Master Chaource. Chaource sculpted masterpieces such as "Saint Marthe de la Madeleine",  "La Pieta de Bayel" and "La Mise au Tombeau de Chaource". His studio was also referred to as the "Studio of Saint Marthe".     

Troyes was by now a very prosperous city and the art-owners had a new, enriched lifestyle, which slowly influenced the sculpture towards a more decorative and luxurious style. Between 1530 and 1540 the artists were more and more influenced by the Italian Renaissance.

Dominique Florentin created the new sculpture school of Troyes and organised the décor and events for royal visits by Catherine de Medicis and Henri II in 1564, and Charles IX in 1566.

Every summer in Troyes "The Bâtisseurs de Cathédrales" (The Cathedral's Builders) 

Tourist can visit the churches at night, and marvel at the architecture and history through sound and music.

ECOLE TROYENNE DE VITRAIL 

During the XVIth century the art of glass-staining followed very closely behind the art of sculpting. This new type of art allowed the development of colourful scenes depicting images from history and the Bible.

The artists Jean Verrat, Lievin Varin and Balthazar Godon are all native to the Champagne area and Dürer's paintings were a very important source of inspiration for them.

From 1531 the Grisaille technique of glass-staining emerged and lasted until 1580. This colourless style of stained glass was a very successful response to the earlier forms of glass staining, which were generous in their use of colour. The Italian style with antique decorations started later around 1540.  

L'Aube is justifiably proud of its 1042 picture windows of the XVIth century, a tradition still continues today. Local artist Alain Vinum possesses a renowned "savoir-faire" in the art.

ARCHITECTURE OF THE XVITH CENTURY " LE PAN DE BOIS"

The city of Troyes is blessed with a unique style of houses made with "pan de bois " (oak beams). On 25 May 1524 a third of the city was destroyed by a huge fire, which lasted 28 hours. The inhabitants at the time were very prosperous and rebuilt the city. A large number of houses from the 16th century have survived. Troyes is the only town where you can admire a complete medieval town built from wood. 

“Le pan de bois” or half-timbered houses, are narrow tall constructions. This style of house is built from oak beams and cob - a mixture of straw and earth or bricks. Underneath, many houses have up to three cellars with vaulted ceilings and tunnels going from house to house, although most of these tunnels have since been filled-in. 

This kind of architecture is also found in Bar sur Seine near The Great Lakes (La Maison de la Renaissance) and Nogent sur Seine (La Maison de la Turque ou le Pavillon Henri IV). Between the XVIth and XVIIIth century this architectural style was also used, in the construction of a series of beautiful churches. Eight of them are still standing in Lentilles, Mathaux and Bailly le Franc.

WINES 
LA CÔTE DES BAR 

· Over a quarter of France’s Champagne production comes from the grapes of the Aube Region. 

· The area boasts 6700 hectares of vines in two natural zones: Le Barséquanais and the Barsuraubois.

· The Grape varieties grown are Pinot Noir 86%, Chardonnay 9% and Pinot Meunier 5.1%.

· The total harvest is 58,000,000 bottles.

· Since 1994, the Aube department has been part of the champagne route, including the Côtes de Bar. The owners on this route open their cellars to the public and speak about their vineyards with great pride and enthusiasm.

Les Cadoles   

Cadoles are small houses that were built by wine-growers. They were built using only the materials found in the vineyards. They were abandoned after the outbreak of phylloxera during the19th century that destroyed the vines, and today they are found mostly in the fields that have not been replanted.

A RARE ROSE: ROSE DES RICEYS 
The Rosé des Riceys is a legend that very few people have tasted. As Louis XIV`s favourite wine it is no surprise that such an historic wine should be given the Appellation d'Origine Contrôlée (AOC). The production of this rosé is one of the most controlled in France. Les Riceys is the largest planted area in Champagne (866 hectares) and unique in having three AOC’s, Champagne, Rosé des Riceys and the Côteaux Champenois. 

The wine has a heavy bouquet and leaves a lasting taste of hazelnuts, raspberries and vanilla on the palate. 

NATURE AND THE GREAT LAKES OF THE FORET D’ORIENT 

A beautiful mix of natural countryside, forest, vineyards, orchards, rivers and lakes all intermingle to make this one of the prettiest areas in the region. Together, the three man-made lakes in the huge natural park cover 5500 hectares. The lakes were built to control the water levels of the Seine, but today, they are of interest to lover of sport, nature and relaxation!

THE “ORIENT” LAKE, PORT MESNIL 

Port Mesnil is dedicated to sailing and windsurfing, with a marina for 300 boats and three sandy beaches. Regattas are regularly organised and held here, including The Luc/Pilliot Trophy. (Local Olympic champion, Seoul 1988). There is also an area dedicated to diving, and lots of sailing schools.

THE TEMPLE LAKE

This lake is reserved for fishing and small sailing boats, appealing at the same time to ornithologists due to the magnificent variety of birds regularly spotted nearby. The lake is reputed for night carp fishing.

THE LAKE AMANCE PORT DIENVILLE 

This lake is dedicated to motorised water sports such as jet-ski and water-skiing which is forbidden on both the other lakes.

THE NATURAL PARK 

The park covers 70,000 hectares of breathtaking countryside. A variety of outdoor activities are available year round such as cycling, horse riding and trekking. For those wanting to watch the wildlife in the forest an observatory has been built especially for visitors. 

A BIRD SANCTUARY 

More than 265 species of birds have been spotted in the park. The best time for bird watching is during the spring and summer months. However, guided bird watching is available in the park between October and March.

DISCOVER THE SOULAINE COUNTRYSIDE

Nicknamed the "Green Venice of Aube" the region of Soulaine has a superb man-made lake – Ramerupt, the largest for fishing.  This man-made lake is an ideal place for children to discover aquatic life. Soulaine is ideal for tourists wanting to get back to nature.

Seafrance was nominated as a Permanent Centre for the Initiation of the Environment (CPIE) in June1999. 

GOLF

An 18 hole course is located between the two lakes. 

THE “OTHER” FOREST-“ LITTLE NORMANDY”

The name comes from the ligurien word “OTTA”, meaning “lots of trees” .The American red oaks, sycamores, maple, beech, and cherry trees explode with colour particularly during the autumn months. As well as being the source of many legends the Othe Forest is France’s second cider producing region, and has a cider museum in Eaux Puisseaux. The Othe region is well known among ramblers and hang gliders.

CELEBRITIES WHO MADE THEIR MARK 

Bernard de Clairvaux, Napoléon Bonaparte, Pierre Auguste Renoir

BERNARD DE CLAIRVAUX 

During the XIIth century Bernard de Fontaine chose to live in the Val de l’Absinthe where the original Cistercian Abbey was built from wood. Following this development Bernard de Fontaine changed his name to Bernard de Clairvaux. The Abbey of Clairvaux encapsulated the local community within the area. A well-known theologist, explorer and editor of the “Ordre des Templiers”, Bernard de Clairvaux died in 1183.

Bernard de Clairvaux built the second Clairvaux Abbey in stone in 1135. In the XVIIth  century the old building was demolished and replaced with Clairvaux III, of which the original main yard and the small and large cloisters still remain today. During Napoléon’s reign the Abbey was turned into a national prison, which is still operational. 

Victor Hugo was inspired by the story of one of its prisoners for his character Jean Valjean in Les Misérables. Guided tours are available on what remains of the original Abbey.

THE YOUNG EMPEROR AT BRIENNE LE CHÂTEAU  

Brienne was reputed to have the most ancient, noble and illustrious family in the French Kingdom. In 1776 Brienne was chosen to host one of the 12 military preparatory schools for the Paris Royal Military school. In spring 1779 until 1784 Napoléon Bonaparte joined the Military School at Brienne le Château. He returned to Brienne to fight his last battles in 1814.  The Battle of Brienne on 29 January 1814 and 2 days later the Battle of la Rothière. The Museum “Napoléon de Brienne le Château” is in the old military school.

RENOIR AND ESSOYES
Aline Charigot took Renoir to Essoyes, her home town. She met Renoir in Paris in 1880 and became his model. They married in 1890. Renoir was quoted as saying “I like to be with the wine growers because they are so generous”. Renoir bought a house in the area and built a studio in his garden. Renoir, his wife and three sons were all buried in Essoyes. He also met Gabrielle Renard here. Originally his children’s nanny, she became his favourite model until 1910. After his father’s death in 1919 Pierre Renoir inherited the family home, followed by his son Claude, one of France’s top cinema directors, who went on to set up the Renoir Association in 1986. Sophie Renoir still lives in her great-

Grandfather’s house, and the studio has since been renovated and is open to the public. There are four different tours available to visitors in and around Essoyes, which follow some of the scenes from Renoir’s paintings.

PRIVATE COLLECTIONS/MUSEUMS

LA MAISON DE L’OUTIL ET DE LA PENSEE OUVRIERE 

Jesuit priest Paul Feller started this beautifully displayed collection of 10,000 ancient tools used during the XVIIth and XVIIIth centuries for work with wood, leather, iron and stone. The museum can be found in the Hôtel de Mauroy in Troyes, built in 1560. The museum also houses a library, holding 20 000 books. Although the museum is entirely dedicated to handicraft and tradition, it is also used for seminars. 

THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART, TROYES

Denise et Pierre Lévy donated 2000 pieces of art to the museum’s collection in 1976. 

Friends of André Derain then gave the museum 80 paintings, 52 drawings and 77 sculptures of the artist’s work. All the great schools are represented in the museum. The Lévy’s fauve collection is unique, including – Braque, De Vlaminck, and mostly Derain including his famous paintings, “Big Ben” and “Hyde Park”. Closed on Mondays. 

Visitors to Aube en Champagne can not only find out how the celebrated sparkling wine is made, but can also discover the secret art behind the Royal crystal of Louis XIV. The village of Bayel, located in the east of the Aube department in the Champagne region of France, is home to the master glassmakers of the “Cristalleries Royales de Champagne. The glassworks offers daily guided tours of both the workshops, where the masters perform their craft, and the associated Glass and Crystal museum, which traces the history of glass from ancient times through to the present day. The tours are held at 9h30 and 11h00 from Monday to Friday, excluding public holidays and 14 July to 15 August when it is closed. A guided tour of the crystal glassworks costs 28 FF (£2.30). Entry to the museum also costs 28FF, although a ticket giving entry to both costs 46 FF (£4.60). Discounts are available for groups and students.

Glassmaking has been practised in Bayel for over seven hundred years. It was in 1666, however, that the Crystal Glassworks were set up. Jean-Baptiste Mazzolay, a Venetian master-glassmaker (under the watchful eyes of the monks of Clairvaux), set about creating the exclusive centre of Crystal Glass production between Chaumont and Paris. The secrets of glassmaking have been passed down through the generations. The techniques include glassblowing by mouth, cutting and engraving by hand, engraving using sand and acid, sating finishing, gold plating, and enamelling using platinum deposits. 

The demand for the “Cristalleries Royales de Champagne” crystalware has led to the opening of a shop at 25 Rue Royale, Paris (you can also find examples in Printemps, and Galeries Lafayette). The Mazzolay Eco-museum not only offers an insight into the heritage of glassmaking, but opens a window into the soul of the village of Bayel, steeped as it is in the history of the craft.

GASTRONOMY 

Specialities include;

L’Andouillette de Troyes – tripe sausage. 

SauerKraut with Champagne – the second saucerkraut producer in France, Aube produces 20,000 tonnes a year (90,000 tonnes are produced in France). This speciality dish is prepared with champagne. 

Le Chaource - Cheese, still made the old fashioned way in Mussy – this cheese originates from the XVIth Century and won its A.O.C in 1970.

Cider – A speciality from the Othe, neither sterilised nor pasteurised and still produced in the traditional way. Aube is the second cider producing area in France. 

Chocolate -Pascal Caffet from Troyes is a world champion chocolatier. 

Four one star Michelin restaurants in Aube:

Philippe Colin-Restaurant Le Clos Juillet in Troyes.

Bruno Caironi -Restaurant le Parc de Villeneuve in Bar-sur-Seine. 

L`Auberge de Sainte Maure

Le Bourgogne in Troyes. 

THE FACTORY OUTLETS

Early in the XIIth century, Troyes was a famous textile centre and famous for its exhibitions. The factory outlets started in the sixties, covering an area of 45,000 m2, with 150 shops and attracting two million visitors. Today, the most famous are Marque Avenue in St Julien les Villas and McArthur Glen. The outlets hold sales in January and in the summer, with prices even more heavily reduced.

NIGLOLAND   - New ride for 2002

Nigloland, France's fourth largest theme park is to unveil the country's first Bat Coaster next  April. The park, which had 422,000 visitors last year, is well known for its 

family-friendly natural environments. However, to appeal to the more 

adventurous demands of the teenage members of these families, the park is 

introducing challenging high-speed coasters, starting with the Bat Coaster. 

Made by Italian manufacturer Pinfari, the steel Bat Coaster is 158 feet long, 

66 feet high, has two inversions, three coaches and travels at 38 miles per 

hour with a G4 force. The Bat Coaster will be Nigloland's 26th ride and there 

are plans to start building a dedicated hotel next year.

Nigoland has been developed over the past ten years. In travellers’ language, “Nigloland” means the ‘kingdom of the small hedgehog’.

Created


- 1987 

Size



- 18 hectares  

Number of attractions 
- 28

Number of visitors in 200 
- 455 000
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JANUARY SALES
Make the January Sales a truly “chic” experience

combine the unbeatable bargains of TROYES’ factory outlets with a champagne break ! 

The Sales start in January and last six weeks
Marked by a long tradition in textiles dating back to the 12th century, Troyes offers visitors a wide selection of major brands at exceptional prices in more than 150 shops covering an area of 45 000 m2 as the capital of factory outlets.  More than 2 million visitors come to Troyes each year to bargain hunt. 

During the 6 week clearance sales, the two big factory outlet centres discount all major brands at exceptional prices, even more than 50% off!

A few examples of the brand names available include: Armani, Versace, Petit Bateau, Cacharel, Catamini, Timberland, Adidas, Lacoste, Blanc Bleu, Polo Ralph Lauren, New Man, Nike, Reebook, Kookaï, Donaldson and Mexx

Located just 80 miles from Paris, Aube en Champagne is traditionally best known as the birth place - or “dawning”, as its name might appropriately be translated - of many fine Champagnes. Visitors are therefore invited to follow the Champagne tourist route, taking in 20 of the first-rate local cellars, and drink to the health of the world’s favourite French export, of which 24% is yielded from the region’s 6700 hectares of vineyards. 

-ends-
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Story Ideas

Troyes – Textile Town to Fashion Capital

The twentieth century dealt fatal blows to much of the textile production across the 

Penines, and all over England. Troyes, a silk-producing town 170km south east of 

Paris, is a great example of how a town can adapt and prosper during times of change.

Faced with the stiff competition of cheaper textile production outside Europe, Troyes 

began to focus instead on retail. With over 170 cut-price designer outlets within 

twenty minutes of the town centre, Troyes has retained its prosperity, while 

maintaining its place as a leading light in the clothes industry.

Top-name brands are sold at large discounts. Visitors can expect to pay 30-70% less 

than high-street prices. The main outlets are McArthur Glen and Marques Avenue, 

selling Armani, Versace, Nike, Kookai, Ralph Lauren, Timberland and Bennetton, 

among others. These prices are reduced even further during the sales, which are held 

during January and again during the summer. This summer, the sales start on 26 June, 

and last for six weeks.

A Rosé in Champagne Country

In the 18th Century, a rare and cherished wine was born in the Aube region of 

Champagne, and it is a legend that lives on today. The charming village of Riceys is 

set in an area which is unique in that it holds three “Appellations d’Origine 

Controlée”, Champagne, côteau champenois, as wel as the rosé des Riceys. The Rosé 

des Riceys shares the strict codes of production of its world-famous neighbour, but 

derives interest for its rarity as well as its distinctive flavour.

Ever since the Sun King, Louis XIV, fell in love with this wine, its name has been 

synonymous with the virtue of nurturing of the land, and maintaining the highest 

standards of winemaking. Those lucky enough to have tasted this wine will pay 

testimony to that.

Visitors that come to Les Riceys for its wine, will be sure to be intrigued by “les 

Cadoles”, a curious collection of stone huts built by local wine-growers. Now 

abandoned, they are made entirely of products found nearby.

Watersports and Wildlife Sanctuaries

A surprise awaits those who imagine the Champagne region to be dominated by 

vineyards, fields, history, and not much else. The Lac d’Orient, in the Aube region, 

provides a  special chance to take part in all kinds of watersports, while admiring the 

stunning backdrop of the surrounding forest and nature reserve.

The lake is popular for rowing, sailing, water skiing, swimming and fishing. For those 

who prefer dry land, there are beautiful trails for walking and cycling, where visitors 

are treated to the spectacle of flourishing natural wildlife, within an internationally 

recognised wetland.

The area is home to 23 rare species of aquatic flora, and is a stopover point for over 

20’000 migratory geese, ducks and cranes. Even the wood in the forest plays an active 

role in the local environment, supplying the timber for the beautiful traditional 

architecture in nearby Troyes.

From Impressionism to Modernism  – a journey through time

The journey of French impressionist art through 150 years can be traced in Aube-en-

Champagne. This is a region that has both lived the era, through Renoir’s influential 

spell here, and captured it with the Museum of Modern art in the area’s biggest 

town, Troyes. 

Auguste Renoir was drawn to Essoyes, in Champagne, by his affection for his model 

Aline Charigot, a native of the town. It was here that he found the atmosphere,

scenery, colours and light which inspired his best work, and where he stayed until he 

died in 1919. You will not find examples of Renoir’s work in Essoyes. The beauty of 

Essoyes, however, is displayed in great museums the world over. Sometimes, when 

Sophie Renoir is staying there, you will have the opportunity to visit Renoir’s house 

and his old workshop, which is now used by young artists similarly inspired by the 

town. 

The legacy of Impressionist art in Aube-en-Champagne rests in the Museum of 

Modern Art, in Troyes. Businessman Pierre Lévy and his wife, Denise, have

donated half of their four thousand works of art from, amongst others, Degas, 

Picasso, Rodin and Cézanne. The museum holds the largest collection of Derain’s 

works in the world, as well as important French and African works in ceramics, 

sculpture and paintings, dating from between 1850 and 1950, bringing the collection 

into the modernist age.  

Shedding Light on Some Beautiful Churches

Hidden like treasure in the foothills of Champagne country, the stunning half-

timbered churches of Aube are unlike any others you will find in France. The 

churches were built mainly in the sixteenth century in the wooden style of architecture  

used for much of the local housing. The carpenters using this technique took wood 

from acacia or chestnut trees, and created simple yet elegant churches.

The best time to observe the beauty of these enchanting places of worship is between 

May and September. During these months, the churches are spectacularly illuminated 

throughout the evening. The contrast between the delicacy of the churches’ 

appearance and the power of their symbolism makes this an emotional experience rich 

in fascinating history. 
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